The Nickels Apartments / Villa Camini
Seattle Landmark Designation
July 1, 2020
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The Site in




Neighborhood development represented in figure ground images,
1912 (above left) and 1936
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Historic views of the
University District in
1905 (above left),
1907 (above right)
and ca. 1925 (left)



Examples of University District apartment buildings from
1910 (directly below), 1916 (Right) and 1927 (lower image)
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Aerial views of the mid-century
University District before the I-5
freeway construction: looking
southeast in 1953 (left), and
northeast at the new University
dorms and Campus Parkway in
1955 (above).
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Construction of the building for original owners,
William and Margaret Coles.

From the Seattle Times, November 2, 1924:

“... anew, $30,000 apartment house, 1205 E. 42" St .,
built for William Coles and to be managed

by John Davis & Co.”




The building, an
investment property,
is cited again in the
Seattle Times,
September 12, 1931”
“Apartments and
residence properties
... lead in current real
estate activity.
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S. F. WOODIE'S
DEATH SHOCKS
FRIENDS HERE

Realtor Trustees Will Get
Resolution of Condolence
at Wednesday Assemblage

Resolutions of condolence on the
death recently in San Diego of Sidney
F. Woodie, former Seattle realtor and
former mayor of
Eothell, will be
submitted at
Wednesday's
:| meeting of trus-
tees of the Seat-
tle Real Estate
Board by R. C.
Erskine, presi-
dent. Mr. Woodie
was president of
the Seattle board
in 1922 and also
served as vice
president of the
National Assaci-
ation of Real BEs-
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Apartment and restdence properties, of which four are shown, lead In current realty activity.
Upper, The Maxire, 105 Mercer St., sold to Alfred Goddard for C. L. Harris through C. F. Willeford.
Left center,.glimpse through the trees of residence at 1205 22nd Ave. N., sold to George Gunn, Jr.,
through the offices of N. B. Bender and John L. Scott. Right center. apartment at East 42nd Street
and 12th Avenue Northeast, sold for I. W. Seaman, represented by Hawkins-Baker-Hardwlck, to
A. L. Sadler, represented by Leonard Downie. Lower, former Danjel Kelieher residence, Spring Street
and Minor Avenue, sold to & group of physicians for a eclinic through Henry Broderick, Inc,




DESCRIPTION

3 Aopress—ProPerTy 1205 E 42nd .St. A CONT. PURCHASER
4 FEE OWNER v 4 <Y
S ARCHITECT CONTRACTOR
OriG. CosT 3asement Full 8%' |3ToRe Fronts EXTRA FEATURES Y
Cone. | None
UILDING Flr. Conc, ConsTrucTion  Dbl-good Y
Apertment Plastered REFRIGERATION Central Frigideire Unit, 5 Rfgrs.
_7_CoNDITION: _EXTERIOR __GoOd INTERIOR GOOd Founp. Good
8 MAIN SuPPORT COLUMN 6 X § FOOTING 14 SPAN FT.
FOUNDATION x 6 © FirsT ELoor Joist 2 x 10 16 INCH CENTERS BRIDGEDYes
10 Buibing _ F'in,
 Exrense S NET INCOME §
| , OBSLSE. o ECON. SUIT % ToTAL
RooF 7 Year BuiLt 1925 RemopeLEp No
guston ar & Gravel EFFECTIVE AGE /5 YEARS FUTURE LIFE =745 YEARS
P&B | DIMENSIONS 28 x77 x __ SQUARE FT. __ AREA CuBIC FT. _
19 Plaster i3] 3 |___ 2158
FLOORS

5 Fir, 14-0ak

FIRE PLACE

5 Brick,Tile-face

7-Fxts; 5 Tubs-Pem,

5 Shwrs in Tubs, 5 Toi,,

5 Bsns, 5 Snks.2 Ldy Trys.
Good

PLUMBING £

NFORMATION

TILE WORK I. SZE g0 x /03
Bl > 2. STREET-—ROAD

5 Fl, Bath, 5
WIRING

Level - On Grade //lao0
3. SipEwALKGTraded

Alley - Paved

HEATING BROOKLYN.
1. LANDSCAPING Lwn-Shbs ,good

io, Petro-0il Brar. ” 1 P

JROS- E.
ELEVATORS
None
LoBay
None
CEILING—HEIGHT Bamt, 8'4",
2nd.*1. 83'

c OWNER OR CONTRACT PURCHASER DATE FILE N

REMARKS

APARTMENT, HOTEL, OFFICE—KING COUNTY ASSESSOR, . WASHINGTON PIGOTT-WASHINGTON PRINTING CO.
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Reference Floor Plans (1979) indicate the original configuration with
multiple internal stairs and five apartments, two on each of the upper
floors and one in the basement.



Elevation & Section drawings (1979) show the exterior steps and porch

additions and infill of interior stairs and basement.



Current
Floor Plan
Sketches
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Other Buildings by Earl A. Roberts:

+ Seibert Garage/Lenora Building, below (1924,
demolished 2009)

* Benjamin Franklin Hotel with architect
Thomas Hooper, left (1929, demolished 1980)
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Other Buildings by Architect by Earl A. Roberts:

+ Lake View School (1918-19), Mercer Island (left)

« 5% Church of Christ Scientist/Rainier Valley Cultural
Center (1921), Columbia City (middle row, left)

* Arthur Wright Mortuary (1930), Queen Anne Hill (below
and lower left)
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University District buildings by the prolific Earl A. Roberts:

* Washington Manor Apartments (1924-1925)

» Cavalier Apartments (1926 - 2010)

Malloy Apartments (1928)

+ Commodore Duchess Apartments (1927)

Smart Apartments (1924)
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Other Eclectic Mediterranean Style
apartment buildings, 1909 - 1930



The Western Building & Leasing Company Apartments / La
Quinta, 710 E Denny (1927), attributed to architect William H.
Whiteley
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The Current Neighborhood Context — An aerial view looking north



Historic neighborhood buildings include several designated landmarks and older apartment complexes



Neighboring buildings also
include older houses, such as
the Four Square types that
have been converted to multi-
family use, and mid-century
Modern, low-rise apartments.




The Villa Camini Building
Primary North Facade




Primary North and West Facades




The secondary East Facade showing stair and porch addition




Secondary South Facade (photo from ca. 1980, prior to neighboring construction)
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The Main Entry off NE 42" Street




Secondary Entries




Exterior Views
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Interior — An upper floor apartment




A basement u

Interior —
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